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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, December 11, 2019 
opening at 7:31 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
     Absent:   None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and Attorney Schultz (7:37 p.m.) 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to approve the City Council Agenda for December 11, 
2019, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Cassar, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. November 13, 2019, Regular Meeting  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12096-12102, DD3718-3739, EFT1398-1404; 

and A/P check #’s 50702-50754, EFT 2049-2070, ACH NONE; TOTALING: 
$426,259.14. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works, Police and City Attorney Reports for November 2019.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
There were no reports. 
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
      
There were no public comments. 
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CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
       C4-006-19 
Martin welcomed everyone on this cold night.  He provided a brief update of the Sylvan Table 
restaurant across the street from City Hall. It is intriguing that after all this time, over three years 
since we were discussing and 1 ½ years since it was approved, that people are still asking what is 
going in, when was that approved, when will it be done, etc.  People come in upset that they weren’t 
working, and then agitated because they’re working in the cold.  You can’t help but find the 
comments a little humorous.  They were plagued by weather in the spring, and exceptional amount of 
ground water in the summer and then an early snow.  But they did get the basement in and this week 
they started the barn raising.  So when you drive by, take a look at the very cool looking old timber 
structure that is going up. 
      S-004-19 
Leaf collection is another interesting observation on how different people feel and react to the same 
issue.  We have people that are very grateful for the leaf collection, people that have and share very 
negative feelings about how the leaves are collected, and many that we don’t hear from.  Martin 
provided some facts and stated he was the first person to attempt the leaf collection program. That 
was a result of the ban on leaf burning.  The first attempt was not very successful.    We started with a 
small vacuum blowing leaves into the City’s garbage truck.  Martin fabricated a receiver on the back 
of the garbage truck to blow the leaves into. We had absolutely no idea the true volume of leaves that 
were going to picked up.  It was a disaster.  We then built boxes for our dump trucks and bought a 
large vacuum.  And from there went to two trailer mounted leaf vacuums with dump boxes.  The one 
that GFL is using is the smaller of the two we owned.  We had both vacuums going all day every day 
to keep up.  We did a very good job, and still received complaints.  That’s why when GFL said they 
were going to have one crew working three days a week collecting leaves, he just laughed.   A few 
facts – when the City was performing the leaf collection, that is about all we could do for eight 
weeks.  We collected approximately 2,400 yards of compacted leaves.  That would come out to about 
3,000 cubic yards of non-compacted leaves.  A yard waste bag holds 25 to 30 gallons of leaves, so 
between 17,000 and 18,000 leaf bags.  Add the fact that they were snowed on, frozen, rained on, and 
run over makes the collection process extremely difficult.  Until you’ve done it, walked in their shoes 
so to speak, you have no idea.  Then we would get the comments of, “this is such a mess, we need to 
find somebody else, they went down the other side of the street, but not our side, our taxes are paying 
for it, etc.  Martin doesn’t disagree that we are paying for it and it is a mess.  We have also said that 
you have the option of putting them in leaf bags like most other communities, and that would 
eliminate a lot of the problems.  There is not another trash contractor that will pick up leaves at the 
curb.  We would have to hire a new contractor just for leaf collection.  No, we will not go back to 
collecting leaves ourselves.  As for the cost, when we were collecting leaves 10 years ago, it cost 
about $45,000/year, or about $55/household.  It is not broken down in our contract with GFL, but 
Martin guessed we are paying a $1 or $1.25/month per household, which is $12 to $15 per year.  The 
bottom line is if you want your leaves gone quickly, put them in yard waste bags.  If you want to rake 
them to the street, it will be the same as it has the past several years.  
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        A-002-19 
City Hall has quite a few other things in the works too.  We will hopefully be starting the roof over 
the side door of City Hall that is a requirement per the building code.  We spend quite a bit of time 
deciding exactly what to do to make it effective, look right with the architecture, and be cost 
effective. We will then install new gutters on the building and paint it.  It will all be within the 
approved budget.  We have been arguing with AT&T for a couple of years now on their charges for 
telephone service.  So we have investigated and may be switching to Verizon voice over Internet, if 
we find that will work.    
  
You should have received your tax bill recently and with that our biannual newsletter.  That is a good 
collaborative effort between Dennise and John and has very good and useful information in it.  Please 
read it.  Thank you to all of the residents that he has seen lately wearing reflective vests or clothing 
while out walking in the dark.  It is very much appreciated.  One thing happened last week that he 
found funny, a longtime resident and past Council member came to City Hall to pay a water bill late.  
He was told he should sign up for automatic bill pay so he didn’t have to worry about that. He was 
shocked and said he didn’t know he could do that, when did we start doing that?  We said, about 10 
years ago and it’s been dozens of newsbytes, newsletters, and even as a note on the water/sewer bill.  
It is a good example of us putting information out, but we can’t make people read it. 
         A-003-19 
Cathy is no longer with us at City Hall.  We hired Natalie a few weeks ago as the Deputy Clerk to 
work in the front office.  She is currently only working afternoons, but we hope that will change 
soon.  
        PR-002-19 
Parks and Rec have had a very busy couple of months. Their latest events were the holiday cookie 
exchange and Santa visit, followed by Sylvan Lake’s first tree lighting ceremony.  Both were a great 
success.  It was very nice to see so many people at the tree lighting.  A big thank you to Councilman 
Luke Cassar for helping put up the lights on that very large tree outside. We don’t want to forget the 
tree inside either.  Thank you Dennise Dryden for once again decorating it here in the Community 
Center.  She also decorated the inside of City Hall before and after work over a few days last week.  
 
The annual Holiday light judging will be this Saturday.  So make sure you have all of your lights 
turned on!  The judging is a long-standing tradition. It is very nice to see people continuing to be in 
the holiday spirit.   
 
For the Christmas holiday, City Hall will be closed from Tuesday the 24th to the following Monday, 
the 30th.  It is nice that for the most part people are much more loving and kinder during these 
holidays. Martin wish everybody a Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah, and Happy Holidays. Have 
Safe travels if you are traveling.  Hug your friends and loved one’s. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
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Salemi wished everyone happy holidays.  He wanted confirmation that the bagged yard waste ended 
November 29th and curb side is still going on.  Martin confirmed that is correct.  Vacuuming of the 
leaves can’t end at the end of November because they are unable to get them all picked up by end of 
November. 
 
Cassar wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy Chanukah. 
 
Zubrzycki heard the tree lighting ceremony was a great event.  He thanked the Parks & Rec for the 
event.   
 
Clarke thanked the Parks & Rec for the Santa and Cookie exchange.  He shared John Martin led 
everyone in singing carols at the tree lighting.     
 
Lorenz noted that things have calmed down a bit in the community and he is not sure if that is a good 
or bad thing since hardly anyone is here tonight.  He also noted under non-action items is 
infrastructure millage.  This millage expires soon, and City Council will discuss at study session to 
propose a maintenance millage for the roads.  He has spoken with some SPAR members who would 
be in support of it.  Lorenz wished every happy holidays. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        
a. Clinton River Watershed Council (CRWC) agreement  CA-008-19 

 
Martin explained we have been utilizing the CRWC for several years. Public Education is one of the 
requirements of the State’s unfunded mandate regarding the annual Stormwater Management program 
and associated permit and annual report. Most of the municipalities in the Clinton River Watershed, 
which we are a part of, utilize the CRWC’s services. By contracting with them, we all benefit from the 
education, products, and educational activities they provide to residents, businesses and municipalities. 
They do a wonderful job at a great price.  
 
This is a 5-year contract. The cost this year will be a maximum $630 and will increase $20/year for the 
next 5 years.  
 
Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to approve the agreement with the Clinton River Watershed 
Council as presented. 
 
 Yes:   Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi 
 No:     None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
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b.  Adjourn to Closed Session to Discuss Pending Confidential Communication from Legal 
Counsel 

 
Moved by Salemi, seconded Clarke, to adjourn to executive session to discuss pending 
confidential communication from legal counsel. 
 

 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
  
The meeting adjourned to closed session at 7:48 p.m. 
 
At 8:54 p.m. City Council reconvened the regular City Council meeting.   
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 
c. Infrastructure Millage – W/S and St/Drain 

 
   
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Clarke, seconded Zubrzycki, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m. 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 
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